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AppUcationNo. 10/742,892 

Amepdmciit dated May 19, 20O6 

Response to Official Action of January 20, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO T^ ^ ri.AYMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (withdrawn - currently amended): A modular spa comprising: 

a spa shell includin g at loaot on e support membor integrally molded thorowith : 
(i^ a bottom and a side together defining a flui d support surface: and 

a support membCT integrally molde d with the side, the sunnort member 
comprising one of a metal eactrusion and a polym eric extrusion, the side 
comprising a polymeric sheet molded around a portion o f the extrusion: and 
a support frame supporting the spa shell at the at least one support member. 

Claim 2 (withdrawn): The modular spa according to claim 1, wherein the support frame 
comprises a plurality of elongate polymeric support struts, and the support stmts are secured to 
the support members. 

Claim 3 (cancelled). 

Claim 4 (withdrawn - currently amended); The modular spa according to claim *L wherein the 
side comprises a substantially upright side wall and a rim extending from and surrounding the 
side wallp and the support member is integrally molded with the rim. 

Claim 5 (withdrawn): The modular spa according to claim 4, wherein the rim is integrally 
molded with the side wall. 

Claim 6 (withdrawn): The modular spa according to claim 4, wherein the support member 
includes a substantially horizontal top surface, and a substantially yertical outer surface, and the 
rim includes a rim top extending substantially horizontally and outwards from the side wall oyer 
the top surface, and a rim face extending substantially downwards from the rim top and over the 
outer surface, the rim face being distinct from the side wall, the rim top and the rim face 
substantially surrounding the support member. 
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Claim 7 (withdrawn): The modular spa according to claim 6, wherein the support member is 
integrally molded with the rim top and the rim face. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The modular spa accordmg to claim 6, wherein the vertical outer surface 
of the support member includes a first substantially vertical support surface, and a flange 
extending outwardly fiom the first support surfece, and the rim face includes a first substantially 
vertical face disposed over the firet support surface, and a lip extending substantially outwards 
from the first vertical face and surrounding the fiange. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn): The modular ^a according to claim 8, wherein the flange is integrally 
molded with the lip. 

Claim 10 (withdrawn - currently amended): The modular spa according to claim 9, wherein the 
hp is integrally molded with the lim vertical face, and the rim face is integrally molded with the 
rim top. 

Clahn 1 1 (cancelled). 
Claim 12 (cancelled)* 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The spa shell according to claim 4^16, wherem the rim is 
integrally molded with the side wall. 

Claim 14 (cancelled). 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The spa shell according to claim i4l&, wherem the support 
member is integrally molded with the rim top and the rim face. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): Tho opa [ib e ll according to claim 1 4 , whorein A spa shell 
comprising: 
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a bottom and a side to^ «ti,pr Hftfinin p a fluid supp ort surface, the side comprising a 
substantially upright side wall and a rim exten ding from and Run-ounding the side wall; and 

a su pport member intcefallv molded w ith the rim, the support member includiqR ft 
eiibsfantian V horizontal ton surfacBr and a substan t ially vertical outer surface, the rim includinfi a 
rim too extendins j substantially horizontally and outwards from the side wall over the tQR 
surface, and a rim face extending substantially d ownwards ftom the rim top and over the outer 
surface, the rim top and ihe rim face substantially snirounding the support member, the vertical 
outer surface of the support member kiehides including a first substantially vertical support 
surfacej and a flange extending outwardly ftom the first support surface, the rim face bejitfl 
distinct firom the side wall a nd the rim foco molud e s including a first substantially vertical face 
disposed over the first support surface? and a lip extending substantially outwards from the first 
vertical face and surrounding the flange. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The spa shell according to claim i615, wherein the flange is 
integrally molded with the lip. 

Claim 18 (curreotty amended): The spa shell according to claim 4^12. wherein the lip is 
integrally molded with the a« y^ ffical face, and the rim face is integrally molded with the rim 
top. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): Tho opa shoU oooording to oloim 11. whoroin A spa shell 
comprising: 

a bottom and a side together definine; a fluid sup port surface : and 
a support member integrally molded with the side, the support member oompriooo 
comprising one of a metal extrusion and a polymeric extrusion, eeA the side oompria e s 
comprising a polymeric sheet molded around a portion of ihe extrusion. 

Clann 20 (original): The Spa shell according to claim 19, wherein the polymeric sheet includes 
an acrylic layer, and an ABS plastic layer bonded to the acrylic layer, and the support member is 
disposed within the ABS plastic layer. 

4 of 10 

PAGE 9/15'RCVDATSf19l2006 4:12;35PM [Eastern DayygtitTiine]'SVR:USPTO€F^^^^ 



MAY-19-2006 16=23 HEENAN BLAIKIE 416 360 8425 P, 10 

AppUcatioDNo, 10/742,892 

Ainendment dated May 19, 2006 

Response to Official Action of January 20, 2006 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The spa shell according to claim +4-20, wherein the bottom is 
integrally molded with the side. 

Claim 22 (cturently amended): The spa shell according to claim i4l6, wherein the rim face 
tticludes at least one of a pemianent magnet and a metal strip for removably securing a cabinet to 
the spa shell. 

Claim 23 (withdrawn - currently amended); A method of fabricating a spa shell comprising the 
steps of: 

disposing a support member in a spa mold, the support member c omprising one of a 
metal extrusion and a polvmeric extrusion, the spa mold defining a shape of a spa shell; 

with the mold, molding a polymeric layer around aj>ortion of the support member, the 
polymeric layer adopting the shape of the spa shell, the molded and shaped polymeric layer 
havinjg a bottom and a side together defuiine a fluid support surface, the support member being 
integrally molded with the polymorio layer side : and 

releasing the molded and shap ed polymeric layer and the support member firom the mold 

Claim 24 (withdrawn): The method according to claim 23, wherein the molding step comprises 
the steps of heating the polymeric layer until pliable, and vacuum forming the pliable polymeric 
layer to the shape of the spa shell and over the support member 

Claim 25 (withdrawn - currently amended): The method according to claim 24, wherein the 
releasing step comprises the steps of allowing the polymeric layer to cool sufficiently to retain 
the shape of the spa shell, and removing the cooled spa shell from the mol d» tho opa sh e ll 
comprioos a bottom and a oid e togothor dofining a fluid support surfaoo, and the support mombor 
is integrally molded mth tho oid e. 

Claim 26 (withdrawn): The method according to claim 25, wherein the side comprises a 
substantially upright side wall and a rim extending from and surrounding the side wall, and the 
support member is integrally molded with the rim. 
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Claim 27 (withdrawn - currently amended): A spa kit comprising: 

a spa shell ee mprioing a polymorio sh e ot molded in the shape of a spa and including--at 
logpt on e support member int e grally mold e d with the moldod polymorio Ghocjt : 

(i^ a bottom and a side together defining a fl uid support surface; and 
fii"^ a support member integrally molded with the side, the support member 
comprising one of a metal extmsio n and a polymeric extrusion, the side 
comprising a polvmeric sheet molded aro und a portion of the extrusion; 
a support fiame for supporting the spa shell at the at least one support member; and 
a spa base for supportmg the support frame. 

Claim 28 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 27, wherein the support frame comprises 
a plurality of elongate polymeric support struts, and the support struts are secured to the support 
members. 

Claim 29 (cancelled). 

Claim 30 (withdrawn - currently amended); The sp^ kit according to claim 392L wherein the 
side comprises a substantially upright side wall and a rim extending from and surrounding the 
side wall, and the support member is integrally molded with the rim. 

Claim 31 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 30. wherein the rim is integrally molded 
with the side wall. 

Claim 32 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 30, wherein tfie support member includes 
a substantially horizoirtal top surface, and a substantially vertical outer surface, and the rim 
includes a rim top extending substantially horizontally and outwards from die side wall oyer the 
top surface, and a rim face extending substantially downwards from the rim top and over the 
outer surface, the rim face being distinct from the side wall, the rim top and the rim face 
substantially surroimding the support member. 
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Claim 33 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 32, wherem the support member is 
integrally molded with the rim top and the rim face. 

Claim 34 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 32, wherein the vertical outer surface of 
the support member includes a first substantiaUy vertical support surface, and a flange extending 
outwardly from the fiist support surface, and the rim face includes a first substantially vertical 
face disposed over the first support surface, and a lip extending substantiaUy outwards from the 
first vertical face and surrounding the flange. 

Claim 35 (withdrawn): The spa kit accoiding to claim 34, wherein the flange is integrally 
molded with the lip* 

Claim 36 (withdrawn - currently amended): The spa kit accordmg to claim 35, wherein the lip is 
integrally molded with the m» vertical face, and the rim face is integrally molded with the rim 
top. 

Claim 37 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 35, further including a cabinet for 
attachment to the spa shell proximate the support members. 

Claim 38 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 37, wherein the cabinet comprises a 
plurality of decorative panels, each said decorative panel being configured for attachment to the 
spa base and the spa shell. 

Claim 39 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 37, wherein the cabinet is configured for 
attachment at one end to the second vertical face below the lip, and for attachment at an opposite 
end to the spa base* 

Claim 40 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 37, wherein one of the support fi^e and 
the spa shell includes a first permanent magnet for removably securing the cabinet thereto. 
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Claim 41 (withdrawn): The spa kit acconJing to claim 40, wherein the spa base includes at least 
one of a second permanent magnet for removably securing the cabinet to the spa base. 

Claim 42 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 38, wherein the spa base comprises a 
plurality of interlockable base sections* 

Claim 43 (withdrawn ^ cuirentiy amended): The spa kit according to claim 3927, wherein the 
support member comprises one of a metal extrusion and a polymeric extrusion, and the side 
comprises a polymeric sheet molded around a portion of the extrusion. 

Claim 44 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 43. wherein the polymeric sheet includes 
an acryUc layer, and an ABS plastic layer bonded to the acrylic layer, and the support member is 
disposed within the ABS plastic layer. 

Claim 45 (withdrawn): The spa kit according to claim 44, wherein the bottom is integrally 
molded with the side. 

Claim 46 (withdrawn - currently amended): A method of assembling a modular spa comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a prefabricated spa shell, ttie spa shell comprising a polymeric sheet molded in 

the shape of a spa and including: 

(j) a bottom and a side together defining a fluid suppo rt surface: and 

(in at least one support member integrally molded with the g aoldod polymoric sh e et 

side, the at least one support member compris ing one of a metal extrusion and_a 

polymeric extrusion, the side being molded around a p ortion of the extrusion; 

providing a spa base, and securing a support frame at one end to the at least one support 

member of the spa shell and at an opposite end to the spa base; and 
securing a cabinet to the spa shell and to the spa base. 
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